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NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The USTC now has a quarterly newsletter sharing our news with 
interested libraries and scholars. If you wish to be added to the circulation 
list, please drop a note to Jacob Baxter (jeb23@st-andrews.ac.uk).  It 
now holds information on 1.64 million editions published before 1701, 
with 6.7 million copies from over 10,000 libraries, archives and museums 
worldwide (and one pub). The team is in the process of matching 2 
million extra copies, and we aim to have a further 3 million copies 
stockpiled for a second round of matching beginning in September 2026. 

Conferences

Proclaiming, Affixing, Distributing: Disseminating the Law in
Early Modern Europe. The 2nd COMLAWEU project conference,
5-6 May 2026. 
Deadline for proposals: 31 October 2025. 
Full details: https://comlaweu.wp.st-andrews.ac.uk/events

Death and Bereavement in Early Modern Britain, 1520–1689.
To be held in St Andrews, 26 June 2026.
Abstract Deadline: 11 December 2025.
We are pleased to announce a one-day interdisciplinary conference on 
the theme Death and Bereavement in Early Modern Britain, 1520–1689. 
This event will explore how individuals, families, and communities 
experienced death and mourning during a period of profound religious 
and social change. We are delighted that our keynote speaker will be 
Professor Alec Ryrie (Durham University), whose work on the religious 
and emotional history of the Reformation continues to shape the field.
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We welcome proposals for twenty-minute papers from postgraduate 
students, early career researchers, and established scholars from a 
broad range of disciplines, including social, religious, literary, material, 
and medical history. Please submit an abstract of no more than 250 
words, together with a short personal biography, to deathinbritain@
gmail.com by 11 December 2025. Panel proposals are also welcome. 
Limited travel bursaries are available for postgraduate students upon 
request. Contact: deathinbritain@gmail.com

Print and Education. The 18th USTC / St Andrews Book History
Conference, 18-20 June 2026. 
Deadline for proposals: 12 December 2025.  
Full details: https://ustc.ac.uk/conference

Congratulations to…

Maria Zukovs, who has completed her PhD, ‘The Dublin Press and the 
French Revolution, 1788-1794’.  Maria also published ‘Politics behind 
Publishing: the Publication of French Revolutionary Books for the 
Dublin Market, 1789-1794’, in Barnaby Cullen, Ian Maclean and Arthur 
der Weduwen (eds.) Early Modern Publishers: Identities and Strategies in 
the Book Trade (Leiden: Brill, 2025).

Institute Members’ News

Jacob Baxter gave a paper titled ‘Private Moments and the Birth of 
the British Political Memoir’ at a symposium on ‘The Private Side of 
Politics in British History’. It took place on 5 June 2025 at the University 
of Oslo.

Basil Bowdler, published his review of Tony Claydon’s William III 
(London: Routledge, 2024) in The Seventeenth Century, 40:3 (2025), 
534-536. He also presented aspects of his research in three papers:  in 
March ‘A Multinational Hero: Celebrating and Contesting the Duke 
of Marlborough in the Anglo-Dutch Public Sphere, 1702-1706’ to the  
St Andrews Reformation Studies Seminar.  In February he spoke at 
the IHR British History in the Seventeenth Century Seminar, giving 
a paper titled ‘War Reporting and News Culture in England during 
the Nine Years’ War, 1689-1697’ and to the Chicago Early Modern and 
Mediterranean Worlds Seminar, ‘The Nine Years’ War and News Culture 
in the Anglo-Dutch Public Sphere, 1688-1697’, also in February.

Zachary Brookman published ‘Johann Hermann Widerhold (1635–
1683), International Publishing Rivalries and the Limits of the Genevan 
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Book Trade in the Late Seventeenth Century’, in Barnaby Cullen, Ian 
Maclean and Arthur der Weduwen (eds), Early Modern Publishers. 
Identities and Strategies in the Book Trade (Leiden: Brill, 2025).

Barnaby Cullen edited, with Ian Maclean and Arthur der 
Weduwen, Publishers in Early Modern Europe: Identities and Strategies 
in the Book Trade (Leiden: Brill, 2025).
 
Arthur der Weduwen also published  ‘“Engelse ogen hebben 
de verwoestingen van de Lage Landen gezien”: Engelsen en de 
Tachtigjarige Oorlog’, in Raymond Fagel and Yolanda Rodríguez 
Pérez (eds.), De Tachtigjarige Oorlog in Europese ogen: De 
internationale geschiedenis van een nationaal verhaal (Amsterdam: 
Boom, 2025).  Together with Barnaby Cullen, Arthur published 
‘King, Bishop, Professor and Postmaster: the Early Modern Swedish 
Publisher’, in Barnaby Cullen, Ian Maclean and Arthur der Weduwen 
(eds.), Publishers in Early Modern Europe: Identities and Strategies in the 
Book Trade (Leiden: Brill, 2025).  He also published ‘Op zoek naar de 
buitenlandse pers. Het drukken van Nederlandstalige boeken buiten 
de Lage Landen in de zeventiende eeuw’, Jaarboek voor Nederlandse 
Boekgeschiedenis, 32 (2025).

In June, Emily Michelson gave a talk, “Rituals of ambiguous religion 
in early modern Italy”, at the Early Modern Italian World seminar at 
Oxford, and spoke at a workshop, “Space and Power in Early Modern 
Europe”, in the Oxford history department.

Emily and Alexandros Hatzikiriakos held a workshop  for early 
career scholars in St Andrews on spaces and encounters in the 
Italian Renaissance. This was part of the Italian Renaissance Objects 
and Spaces of Encounter project, which Emily co-directs with Prof. 
Mary Laven at Cambridge.  This three-year project is funded by 
the AHRC, and held jointly between St Andrews and Cambridge 
University.

Andrew Pettegree has completed the text of a history of 
bookselling, to be published by Profile in the UK in September 2026 
and Basic Books in the United States.

Applications are invited…

For the following School of History M.Litt Programmes: M.Litt in 
Early Modern and Reformation History; M.Litt in Book History. For 
further information, see the School of History website: 
www.st-andrews.ac.uk/history/prospective/pgt/
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Early Modern and Reformation Seminar Programme
Semester 1, 2025-2026

Seminars will take place at 5.15 in the Old Class Library

18 September 	 Giovanni Petrocelli (St Andrews)
	 ‘The University of Padua and the reluctant adoption of print’.
	 gp95@st-andrews.ac.uk

2 October	 Mhairi Winfield (St Andrews) 
	 ‘Deleterious Duodecimo Pills’ and their Providers: Scottish 

Circulating Libraries (1720-1883).

16 October	 Adyan Sharda (St Andrews)
	 ‘The Popularity of English Roman Catholic Writers in Early 

Modern Europe’.

6 November	 Suzanna Ivanic (Kent)
	 ‘An Ecology of Values: The Spiritual, Aesthetic and Economic in 

the Stones of Sacred Bohemia, c.1600.’  
	 s.ivanic@kent.ac.uk

20 November	 Sara Beam 
	 (Victoria, British Columbia, Cameron Faculty Fellow)
	 ‘Torture, Moral Reform and Witches in Reformation Geneva’. 

sbeam@uvic.ca

4 December	 Saba Alkuwari (St Andrews)
	 ‘Wittenberg University, Philipp Melanchthon, and the making 

of the third best-selling author in the sixteenth century’.
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